
Title Slide 2

Client Focus Slide

A Community Approach

to Reduce Suicide in Military 

Members Transitioning to 

Civilian Life

Panel Moderator: 

Sierra Hunter, MPH; Program Manager, Zero Suicide Initiative

Panelists: 

• Mike Eastman, Brigadier General, US Army (ret)

• Joseph C. Geraci, PhD

• Ashley Craig, M.Ed

• Jill E. Palmer, DSW, LCSW
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VA Veteran Sponsor 
Partnership Network

VA National Virtual Care 
Clinic for Transitioning 

Veterans
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Endeavors Transition Support Program
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• Build and maintain partnerships for 

resources, support and identifying 

sponsors

• Community focused marketing

• Community Outreach

• Register Potential sponsors

• Train Sponsors

• Sponsor Support (ongoing 

education and resources)

• Register transitioning service 

members (TSM)

• Suicide Risk Screenings

• Connect TSM to Sponsor

• Evaluation and Data collection

• Monthly reward drawing for active 

members

• Increase community awareness of 

veteran suicide

• Increase sponsor awareness of local 

resources

• Increase education opportunities 

regarding VA services and 

qualifications

• Increase sponsor awareness of 

suicide risk factors

• Increase identification of suicide risk

• Satisfaction surveys completed 

twice monthly

• Decrease rates of veteran suicides 

within 6 months of discharge from 

military

• Decrease user suicidal risk by 

addressing SDOH needs upstream

• Increase sustainable stability for 

TSM

• Increase sense of community

• Previous TSM register to become 

certified sponsors

OBJECTIVES 0-3 MONTH
ATTITUDE

6+ MONTH
CONDITION



Community Approach
Cross-Program Collaboration
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Endeavors

Onward Ops

VA

Veteran Spouse 

Network

Suicide Safe 

Communities

B
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Streamline process  to 

support

Establish community and 

connection

Provide ongoing access to 

healthcare

Connect mentors and 

service members
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